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Guatemala 
 
Title: Internal and external mechanisms leading fishermen into poverty: the case of the town 
of Livingston, Guatemala. 
 
Author: Hector Andrade, Georges Midre 
 
Guatemala has among the highest poverty and inequality rates in the Latin American and 
Caribbean region. All of the population is affected, but the majority of poor and extreme poor 
are found among indigenous peoples living in rural areas. It is well documented how 
privatization and land expropriation have displaced indigenous groups to mountains or scarp 
terrains sub-optimal for crops, where few income producing activities are to be found. In 
these cases poverty is shaped by marginalization mechanisms related to ethnicity. The 
Amatique Bay, however, is characterized by semi open access fisheries as the common 
fishing resources are available for those who have the knowledge and/or production means to 
harvest. The lack of resource ownership can be regarded as socially fair as it does not 
marginalize groups though allocations of specific access rights. The relatively open access to 
fisheries expands the room for maneuver. Fisheries may be therefore representing a social 
buffer providing work, income and food, thereby reducing poverty levels. According to 
fishermen in the area, mechanisms inducing poverty are instead related to resource 
degradation due to high fishing intensity, unsustainable fishing practices and to a lesser 
extend lack of bargaining power. In this paper we explore how “Malthusian overfishing” is a 
cause of both internal and external pressures to the fishery, and how fishermen believe it can 
be overcome by trying to control the prevailing conditions that are leading to it. The most 
important are poor fisheries management (problem within the fisheries system) and the lack of 
alternative sources of income (problem outside the fisheries system). Fishermen’s quest for a 
bottom-up fisheries management regime is described, as well as the conflicts and other 
challenges that make a sustainable fisheries regime difficult. 
 

Mozambique 
 
Title: Mozambique Case Study: How institutional dynamics influenced fishing communities’ 
livelihoods? 
 
Author: Ana Menezes, Arne Eide 
 
Over the past 20 years there have been significant changes in policy and new approaches for 
artisanal fisheries in Mozambique. This chapter explores the roles of local institutions in 
artisanal fisheries management and whether these policies improved rural livelihoods 
enhancing their sustainability. It uses empirical data from the artisanal fishery in the Nampula 
province to derive lessons from the current system of management. Results are highly 
dependent on the main activity of the household and also highly gendered; nevertheless, 
independently of the gender of the house head, most household used diversification as a 
coping and/ or enabling strategy to minimize risk of food security and for accumulation 
purposes to face the challenges new policies pose to them. The integrated artisanal fisheries 
development programs implemented since 1995-1996 have played a major role in the creation 
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of an enabling environment that allows households to improve their livelihood, measured with 
monetary and non-monetary indicators. 
 The study concludes that national development policies need to put rural environment 
as a priority. The effectiveness of a sustainable coastal rural environment policy lie on the 
institutional capacity (government and non-governmental, central and local) to sustainably 
manage the productive capacity of these ecosystems and to provide environmental goods and 
services to population. While the poorest segments are under-represented in the decision-
making process the new policies have promoted the creation of local participatory 
organizations that have begun to play a role in regulating fishing practices, promoted 
community development and helped resolve local disputes. However, despite the apparent 
success of the new institutions, there is no evidence that they are improving the sustainability 
of the fish stocks. 
 Capital transfers into rural areas requires the creation of more social and economic 
programs that favor people’s exit from the fishery by creating attractive conditions, including 
policies that improves people’s livelihood, and adaptation of existing institutions to new 
models of participative decision-making. Meeting evolving natural resource management’ 
challenges requires new models of participatory decision-making, vis a vis development 
policies. 
 

Poland 
 
Title: Combating with poverty, marginalization and social exclusion in small fishing 
communities - the case study from the Vistula Lagoon 
 
Author: Boguslaw Marciniak 
 
This paper presents results of the project that was conducted in a small fishing community 
located at the Vistula Lagoon, where fishery has played a significant role in socioeconomic 
and culture life of its inhabitants. After World War II the population of Vistula Lagoon 
communities and areas around it was almost complete changed, and fishery became a very 
important source of income of local people and very important element in their social 
integration. Recently, a new political and economical realities (especially introduction of the 
free market economy), aquatic ecosystem degradation, decline in fish stocks, low 
diversification of other employment alternatives, results in diminishing economic power of 
fishers and other inhabitants of the communities.  In a new situation profits from the fisheries 
can not guarantee sufficiency to live on and cover capital costs. The risk of poverty became a 
serious problem for local people. Unstructured interviews with commune inhabitants many of 
whom have been employed in fisheries and in fish processing, conversations with people, 
who due to current or previous duties performed, were able to provide interesting information 
and focus group discussions were the main research methods used in this project. The aim of 
this paper is to present strategies and activities that ought to be consider to improve socio-
economic conditions of life in such coastal communities and find a right answer on question: 
What kind of governance that don't allow to overuse and degrade natural resources could be a 
remedy on crisis situation and allow to reduce the risk of poverty?  
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Thailand 
 
Title: Learning from the experts: what enable small-scale fishing communities in Thailand to 
avert poverty? 
 
Author: Ratana Chuenpagdee, Kungwan Juntarashote 
 
Small-scale fishing communities in Thailand cannot be readily classified as poor, not when 
comparing to the non-fishing sector or the urban poor. The concept of ‘sufficiency’ is the 
general measure that the communities refer to, although there is no one standard. These 
communities are vulnerable to changes brought about by the activities of industrialized 
fisheries, coastal development and tourism. Yet, some communities seem to be able to cope 
with the stress and pressure, and are able to maintain the satisfying level of sufficiency. The 
question is then why some communities are better at coping and averting poverty than others. 
This paper reports the findings of a study aiming to understand the coping strategies and the 
poverty averting potentials in two small-scale fishing communities in southern Thailand. Key 
poverty averting factors are gear and target species diversification, access to markets, 
minimized conflicts with large-scale fishing sector, and local community organization. 

 

Vietnam  
 
Title: Factors Affecting Poverty of Fishermen in Small Scale Fisheries - The case of Thanh 
Phong Commune, Ben Tre Province, Vietnam 
 
Author: Dr. Kim Anh Thi Nguyen, Mr. Le Tran Hong Thai1, Prof. Ola Flaaten 
 
Thanh Phong Commune, Thanh Phu District, Ben Tre Province, is one of the poorest coastal 
communes in the South of Vietnam. It is bordered on the East by the South China Sea with a 
coast length of about 17 km. According to the Vietnam poverty line for 2006-2010 (USD 
12/person/month), the rate of poor households in Thanh Phong is relatively high (16.07% in 
2007, 13.25% in 2008). In recent years, the communal authorities have carried out several 
projects on poverty alleviation and employment improvement.  However, they have not 
attained their goals yet. It is expected that researchers develop approaches to 
estimating/measuring poverty and to determine factors impacting poverty and employment. 
This paper has used direct surveys (face to face) and deep interviews between the authors and 
the fishing households, and a multivariate regression model to analyze factors affecting 
poverty of fishermen in the research site. Impact factors, according to the results of this study, 
include (i) fishermen’s awareness of coastal fisheries resources, (ii) opportunities of gaining 
access to credit, (iii) household size, (iv) types of houses and (v) types of fishing gear; of 
which the latter is the most important one. Thus the choice of the preferable type of fishing 
gear has the strongest impact on poverty alleviation. Based on the findings, some suggested 
solutions to greater poverty reduction are presented. 
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Turkey 
 
Title: Sea snail fishing and poverty in small scale fishing on the eastern Black Sea coast of 
Turkey 
 
Author: Ståle Knudsen, Hakan Koçak 
 
This paper explores the role of small boat fishing of the introduced sea snail (Rapana venosa) 
relative to poverty dynamics on the Turkish Black Sea coast. The fishery has to a certain 
extent had a boom-and-bust character since it commenced in the early 1980s. While the 
fishery initially helped to improve the living standards for many poor coastal dwellers, do this 
fishery in the long run display a vicious circle dynamic? And if so, why? Because of lack of 
collective action? Using a mixture of different methodologies, including participant 
observation, formal and formal interviews, focus group discussions, questionnaire survey, 
document analysis and public statistics, we have sought to understand the importance of sea 
snail fishing in two Black Sea communities. We explore relative poverty measured by a range 
of variables and also give some attention to endogenous conceptions of poverty.  
 
While sea snail fishing was very important in Çarşıbaşı during the 1990s, the fishery 
collapsed in 2003-2004 since average size of sea snail decreased below marketable size. This 
has resulted not in increased out-migration, but in fishers ‘downsizing’, earning less form 
small boat fishing and increasingly singing on as crew on the large purse seiners. In Terme 
some 300 km west of Çarşıbaşı, sea snail fishing retains an important position in the coastal 
economy. In both places there was a strong correlation between poverty and the decision to 
start fishing sea snails, yet in both places this fishing has helped many to improve living 
standards. With demand decreasing recently (due to international financial crisis affecting 
markets in the Far East), control and inspection tightening (partly result of adapting to EU 
CFP) and the average size of sea snail decreasing also in Terme during the last few years, sea 
snail fishing has become less attractive and many in Terme are now also forced to turn from 
self employment to seasonal and migratory unregulated poorly paid works as crew or 
construction workers. In Terme there also seems to be an ethnic dimension to this, with the 
Romani being the poorest among the four ethnic groups involved in fishing. 
 
A main assumption of this study is that the poverty dynamics cannot be understood well only 
as a closed interchange between small boat fishers and the marine environment. We have 
therefore explored the role of sea snail fishing in the larger regional economy as well as the 
role of other actors such as managers, factory owners and scientists. Small boat fishers are to 
a large extent bonded as clients to factory owners and other patrons, and managers and 
scientists have relatively little influence on actual management. A recent research experiment 
to explore traps as an alternative to the presumed harmful dredging was a failure and only 
contributed to increase animosity between fishers and researchers/managers. A serious 
impediment to a full assessment of the vicious circle dynamic is the lack of knowledge about 
the biology and ecology of sea snail and the effect of sea snail fishing. There is, e.g., no clear 
understanding of why average size of sea snail decreases. 
 
Because of fishers’ bonding to patrons, the general lack of organizational incorporation of the 
often very dynamic fishing communities – with a ‘frontier’-situation in Terme - , and little 
shared and certain understanding of sea snail biology, sea snail fishers have not been able to 
mobilize any collective action to restrain fishing effort. Importantly, the scale of the fisheries 
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and the processes that drive sea snail fishing are beyond the scope of control by potential 
collective action of small scale fishers. Thus, we argue, collective action should not be studied 
as if it takes place in a vacuum, but must take into consideration larger processes of politics 
and power. Likewise, studies of poverty dynamics in small boat fisheries should also not 
ignore the formative role of state economic and welfare policies. 

 

Mexico 
 
Title: How people cope with vulnerable livelihoods in coastal communities: a Mexican case 
study 
 
Author: Silvia Salas, Maiken Bjørkan, Felipe Bobadilla1, Miguel A. Cabrera1 
 
High dependency on fishing makes small-scale fisheries and coastal communities’ economy 
extremely vulnerable to fluctuations on fishing resources; in those communities people have 
been facing hazards of different nature (environmental, social, and political). Those stressors 
plus high fishing pressure have contributed to resources’ deterioration, which in turn affects 
people’s livelihood, creating a vicious circle. In this chapter, a case study of two coastal 
communities in Yucatan Mexico is presented in order to understand this vicious circle and to 
explore how this cycle could be turned around. The study is based on theories on resilience 
and coping theory. Field work was undertaken during 2008 using participatory observation 
and interviews, as well as statistical data.  Based on community perception the main hazards 
people are confronted with in both communities and the coping strategies they have 
developed to face them, were identified. The sense of well-being according to people’s 
perception and levels of marginalization among fishers groups are also discussed. Coping 
strategies were evaluated at individual and community level. Interestingly, we found that 
despite the problems faced in both communities, fishers do not consider poverty as a static 
condition; rather, this is a phase they may go through depending on fisheries fluctuations. 
Perception of decline in fishing resources was a common concern in both communities. 
Hazards associated to this reduction include: hurricanes, red tide and illegal fishing. Social 
problems reported by members in both communities include alcoholism, drugs and political 
conflicts. The strategies at the individual and community level were different between 
communities as well as the perception of well being and the level of marginalization by group 
of fishers. Socio-economic conditions, skills and levels of organization, seem to influence the 
strategies people can develop in order to cope with different types of hazards. These factors, 
among others, also define the level of resilience fishing communities can develop. We 
propose a conceptual framework for integrating theories, as a contribution to understanding 
the structure and dynamics of social-ecological systems of fishing communities from the 
social component. 
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Sri Lanka 
 
Title: Social Capital as a resource to alleviate poverty in fisheries: the role of fisheries 
cooperatives in small scale fishing communities of Southern Sri Lanka 
 
Author: Oscar Amarasinghe 
 
Poverty in fisheries is one of the development issues, that in the past few decades, has 
received the attention of academics, researchers, planners, policy makers, development 
agencies, alike. Whatever the face is, poverty is something people want to get rid of or to 
escape from. Among the many models proposed to approach poverty in fisheries, this paper 
takes a Social Capital Approach to Poverty Alleviation. Social groups and networks which 
foster cooperation among individuals, builds up social capital, which is a resource, individuals 
in such groups and networks can use to cope with vulnerability. Using a SCAPA (Social 
Capital Approach to Poverty) model, the paper highlights the potential role fisheries 
cooperatives could play in providing the members with diverse coping capitals, in a context of 
high incidence of shocks and inadequately developed credit and insurance markets. 
 

Malawi 
 
Title: Between a rock and a hard place: Fisheries Degradation, Limited Alternatives and 
Poverty  
 
Author: Mafaniso Hara 
 
Fish contributes between 40 and 50% of animal protein in the diets of Malawians. The multi-
gear, multi-species small-scale fishing sector lands over 95% of the catch and employs over 
99% of those participating in fishing sector. Though only 8.4% of Lake Malawi, the Southeast 
Arm is the most productive area of the lake and used to land 25% of the catch from the lake 
and 16% of national production at its height in productivity in the 1980s. In recent years, its 
contribution has declined to less than 10% of the national total catch. Factors that have been 
suggested for the decline of the fishery, range from; open access regime, illegal fishing 
methods, destruction of habitats, failure to enforce regulations, centralised management and 
lack of taxation on use of the fishery.  
 
Malawi’s developmental goal is poverty alleviation. In relation to fisheries on the Southeast 
Arm, this goal is clearly in conflict with conservation objectives particularly in the present 
context of an overfished resource requiring curbs on fishing effort. In an economy mainly 
based the fishery, the poor perceive that they have no other alternative, but continue with 
unsustainable patterns of exploitation. This paper interrogates the dilemmas for resource 
management in the context of poverty and lack of alternative economic opportunities. The 
question is ‘how do you reconcile development and poverty alleviation with conservation in a 
finite and increasingly degraded fishery? 
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Tanzania 
 
Title: Occupation of last resort? Small-scale fishing as a way of life in Lake Victoria, 
Tanzania 
 
Author: Paul O. Onyango 
 
There is a dominant perception that poverty is endemic in small-scale fisheries. Small-scale 
fisheries are also seen as a ‘safety valve’— the last reliable livelihood when no other exists. 
This perception appears to be the grounds upon which not only for poverty alleviation policies 
but also on which resource management policies are defined. This paper looks at this notion 
and questions whether small-scale fisheries are really an ‘occupation of last resort’. Based on 
ethnographic study using participant observation and interviews on a Lake Victoria fishing 
community in Tanzania, data on fishers’ reasons for joining the fisheries—daily fishing 
activities and the type and use of their fishing equipment were collected. The data indicate 
that regardless of their poverty, small-scale fisheries are perceived as offering a rich way of 
life that people join by choice and get rooted as an enjoyable means of livelihood. The paper 
therefore argues that if managers and policy makers/governors do not understand the richness 
of meaning that small-scale fishers attach to their occupation and way of life, policies 
instituted to curb overfishing in the aggregate risk not only misfire but also backfire. 
 

Nicaragua 
 
Title: Between Land, Water – and Poverty: Community Empowerment and Small-Scale 
Fishery in Marshall Point, Nicaragua. 
 
Author: Miguel Gonzalez, Camilla Andreassen 
 
Our study seeks to comprehend management from the perspective of a fishing community 
located in the Pearl Lagoon basin of the Caribbean Coast of Nicaragua. We originally 
envisioned a research able to address the following questions: How do fishing households in 
the Pearl Lagoon area respond to management plans designed by regional agencies and 
national authorities? How is poverty understood and experienced by fishing families and 
individuals? How is access to land – meaning securing land rights as well as aquatic rights – 
affecting the livelihoods of the people living in fishing communities of the area? Which 
coping strategies have people put forward to reduce the vulnerability of their livelihoods?  
  
In order to undertake these questions, we focused the research in Marshall Point – an 
indigenous and Afro-descendant fishing community – located on the west margins of the 
Pearl Lagoon basin. Our study found out that Marshall Point seems to be confronting thorny 
dilemmas related to the sustainability of its vital natural resources – land and water. Historical 
accounts gathered by the research team attest that the community has struggled to secure land 
and aquatic rights from its surrounding communities (Tasbapounie and Pearl Lagoon), as well 
as from the Nicaraguan state. These efforts have been made in a context of ever-increasing 
exploitation of the resources of the Pearl Lagoon, particularly fish. At the community level, 
our research encountered initial dynamics of socio-economic differentiation among 
individuals and families. In addition, conflicts over resource use (for instance, cattle rising 
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versus small-scale agricultural plots) have begun to impact on levels of community consensus 
regarding sustainability. 
 
Faced with still undefined property rights, internal conflicts over resource use, the exhaustion 
of the fishing stocks, and the continuous marginalization from decision-making of relevant 
policies (management plans, land demarcation), fishermen from Marshall Point have 
developed a variety of mechanisms with the purpose of coping with vulnerability and 
mounting poverty. These mechanisms include: i) strategizing towards securing land and 
aquatic rights; ii) shifting labor from fishing to agricultural production with the aim of 
securing food supplies; iii) organizing a fishing cooperative aimed at accessing national 
funding for fisheries development; and finally, iv) implementing community-based actions to 
locally manage the resources of the Lagoon. However, as the paper would argue, these actions 
to be effective in the long run require sound governance in the area – which includes (though 
is not limited to) a proactive central state as well as purposeful local and regional authorities. 
Internally, strategies to overcome poverty in which some families have embarked upon (e.g., 
overfishing, cattle rising) might run the risk of further marginalizing and impoverishing 
vulnerable groups (elders and women) within the community. 
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